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Underthe Abbasidsthe caliphate entered anew phase. Instead of focussing, as the
Umayyads had done, on the West - on North Africa, the Mediterranean, and
relations with southern Europe - the caliphate now turned eastward. (I/7)
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The Muslims were tolerant of the other monotheistic

faiths. So that Jews rose to high position in Islamic lands at

a time when they were scarcely permitted survival in
Europe (16/368).
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But the.Mushm invasion of Spain was the result of Visi-
goth invitation rather than Muslim initiative (17/414).
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Much to his surprise, many Spaniards
submitted to him voluntarily (17/414),
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The Muslim conquest brought advantages to many elements o
of society: the burden of taxes was on the whole less
onerous than it had been in the last years of the Visigoth
epoch; serfs who converted to Islam advanced into the cate-
gory of freedom; Jews were no longer persecuted and were
placed on an equal footing with the Hispano-Romans and
Goths. Thus, in the first half of the 8th century, there was
born a new quite different society in Muslim Spain (17/414).
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It was in Harun’s reign that certain diplomatic exchanges took. place
between the caliph and the Frankish emperor Charlemagne.
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He was only trying to kick the habit.
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Since Islamic law rigidly prohibited propaganda and punished apostasy
with death, conversion from Islam were few (5/310).
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As Columbus did pot know whether he was to come across new savages
or old civilizations, he loaded his ships with cheap merchandise to relieve
aboriginals of their gold, but also took on board one Luis de Torres — “who
had been a Jew and knew Hebrew and Chaldeand a little Arabic” - in case

he met the “grand khan”. (4/938)
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On the decline of the central authority at Delhi, the mevitable
centrifugal tendency was manifest in different parts of the Empire,
and the provincial viceroys made themselves independent of the titu-

lar Delhi Emperor.
) An Advanced History of India, (1978) p. 529
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The reader will note that the first paragraph sweeps away all plunder
and blood feuds among the followers of Islam. The last makes the
believing Negro the equal of the Caliph... they established in the world a
great tradition of dignified fair dealing, they breathed a spirit of
generosity, and they are human and workable. They created a society
more free from widespread cruelty and social oppression than any
society had ever been in the world before.
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Why do the AMU students raise the cry of ‘Islam in dapger’ at the

slightest pretext 7 Is Islam which has withstood major onslaughts on
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mere newspaper article by a marxist.
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