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Saladin’s crowning achievement and the most disastrous blow to
the whole crusading movement came on October 2. 1187, when
Jerusalem, holy to both Muslim and Christian alike. surrend-
ered to the Sultan’s army after 88 years in the hands of the
Franks. In stark contrast to the city’s conquest by the Christians,
when blood flowed frecly during the barbaric sluughter of its
inhabitants. the Muslim reconquest was marked by the civilized-

eood faith arid coustzous behaviour of Saladin and his traons
Encyclopaedia Bruuanica, 1988 Volumie 16, p. 177
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-and on March 4, 1193 he died. While his relatives were
already scrambling for pieces of the empire, his friends found
that the most powerful and most generous ruler in the Muslim

-~ world had not left enough- money to pay for his grave. (l6ll78)
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Theophilus was defeated in a bloody baule at Dazmana in July 838.
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of truce led to the virtual destruction of the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem*
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' When Nicephorus withheld the tribute that Irene had agreed to pay, the
Baghdad calxpah Harun ar-Rashid, was followed, and Arab forces defeated
the Byzantine emperor at Crasus in Phrygia (805). In 8§06 Harun captured
Heraclea, Tyana, and other places. Nicephorous was forces to agree to pay
a yearly tribute of 30,000 gold pieces. (EB-VIIIBZZ) i
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. By defeating the OttomanSaltan Bayezid at Angora (modern Ankara)
- in 1402 and thus preventing him from extending his domain into

Europe, the fall of Constantinople and the death agony of Byzantium
were delayed half a century by this Muslim nomad (18/242),
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There has never been and there never will be _
-8 more dreadful happening (p 336). ‘
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'l‘o keep Venice and Hungary neutral, he signed
™ peace treaties favourable to them (1 1/860).
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As a boy king he lost Farghana and passed through a period of adversity, having
to fight his own paternal and maternal uncles. During 20 years of adversity and '
warfare Babur trained himself by appropriating military tactics and modes of .
warfare of his adversaries — Turks, Mongols, Persians, and Afghans, and he
made a scientific synthesis of these systems. He became a good general through
a career of many defeats and through years of homeless wanderings, privations
and hardships... Foiled in his design of recovering his ancestral domain in
Central Asia, Babur turned his attention to India. (9/378). -
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In the Indian peninsula, where the English East India Company had koldings,

"French progress was slow in Colbert’s time and after, partly because the last -
" great Mughal emperor, Aurangzeb, reigned and dominated India. (4/887)
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- Aurangzeb was a pious Muslim, and with the zeal of Puritan he scrupulously
cbserved the injuctions of the Holy Qur’an, Once during the Balkh campaign .
he knelt down to finish his prayers at the proper time, though the fighnng was
gomg on all around him. (p. 501-502)
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The most notable personality of the period,
a leading administrator (9/372).
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Though possessed of wide powers, Mahmud Gawan never abused his
authority. By virtue of his skilful diplomacy and successful military
operations, he brought the dominions of the Bahmanis to an extent

never achieved.by former sovereigns. |
An Advanced History of India (1987) p. 354
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the inexorable advance that in time would bring all of Spain once again under -
Christian rule. (VII/138)
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In 1086 Yusuf crossed the Strait of Gibraltar and at Zallaka inflicted a crushing
defeat upon the Christian forces: (VII/138)
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