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Q. Some of the Urdu papers have alleged that you have demanded a
ban on Quran.

A. No, this is totally incorrect. I am not anti-Muslim.

Q. It is said that you used derogatory words against Prophet
Mohammad.

A. This is another blatant lie. My speeches were tape recorded. There
was not a word against the Prophet. Actually I gave his example. This
1s what I said in my speech: Once the Prophet was sitting in his mosque
with his disciples. A Hindu came there and spit on one of the walls of
the mosque. The disciples shouted, “Maro, Maro™. But the Prophet
stopped them from becoming violent. Then he washed the wall with a
bucket full of water. The Hindu felt ashamed. And that is how we
should win people, he told his disciples. But where is that kind of
tolerance in this community now.

Q. Itissaid that the speeches that you made were inflammatory.

A. It’s a matter of interpretation. I wanted to ventilate my grievances.
Hindu grievances. If we want to organise a meeting or want to take out
a procession, it is prohibited. The Shiv Jayanti procession (in
Bhiwandi) was allowed after 14 years . Everyone cares for their
(Muslims) feeling. What about our sentiments? As if we don't have
any emotions; we are not human beings. As if we are not supposed to
discuss our religion. Treat all religions at par. Why mosques alone
should have special permission to use loudspeakers? Which religion
preaches to disturb somebody? Hindu tem ples don’t use loudspeakers.

Now they (Muslims) are asking for more concessions. It is indeed
disturbing. After all this country belongs to us. Whoever wants to stay
here can stay as brothers. We're not going to put any restrictions. But
to call them minorities and give them special concessions will spoil the
very unity of the country. [ am not telitng anything to my followers.-I
am not askimg them to burn or hate this community. But the way they
are working is generating hatred.

Q. How do you think the communal riots can be stopped?

A. Ask them (Muslims) not to attack us. And there will be no retalia-
tion. We do not attack; we only retaliate. We will retaliate if they
attack,

Excerpts from interview with the Shiv Sena leader, Bal Thackeray. appeared in the
weekly link  June 3, 1984
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During this period, while negotiations were on, the Quraish continued
with their efforts in different ways to provoke Muslims to start a fight
but the companions all through exercised great self-restraint as
directed by their leader and refused to fall inte any trap. Once a group
of around fifty stealthily approached the camp of Muslims in the night
and started pelting stones. Companions of the Prophet who had al-
ready been cautioned against reacting to such provocations, kept their

cool and simply rounded up them all and produced them before the
Prophet who simply let them go. (p. 19)
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—the Muslims took out an angry procession on May 11 and a Muslim
MLA, Mr. A.R. Khan, in his muddle headedness, garlanded an effigy
of Mr. Bal Thackeray with wornout chappals. No level headed Muslim
approves of the Congress-1 legislator’s indecent manner of protest.

But one need not strain one’s commonsense to conclude that the
, initial provocation had come from the Shiva Sena chief.
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‘Introduction to Islam’

Series
1. The Way to Find God
- 2. The Teachings of Islam
3. The Good Life
4. The Garden of Paradise
. 5. The Fire of Hell

The series provides the general public with
an accurate and comprehensive picture of
Islam—the true religion of submission to
‘God. The first pamphlet shows that the true
path is the path that God has revealed to
man through His prophets. The second
pamphlet is an introduction to various as-
pects of the Islamic life under forty-five sepa-
rate headings. Qur'anic teachings have been
summarized in the third pamphlet in words
taken from the Qur'an itself. In the fourth
‘pamphlet the life that makes man worthy of
Paradise has been described and in the last
pamphlet the life that will condemn him to
Hell-fire. |

Price per set: Rs 24.00

Maktaba Al-Risala
C-29 Nizamuddin West New Delhi 110013
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