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Much blood had been shed in a battle at about 618, and peace was not fully
restored. Ininviting M d to Medina, many of the Arabs there probably
hoped that he would act as an arbiter among the opposing parues and their
contact with thé Jews may have prepared them for a messianic relnglous

leader, who would dehvel’ them from oppression and establish a kingdom in
which justice prevaild. (112/607)
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At least three aspects of the "ontemporary situation of Byzantium and Persia
account for the phenomenal ease with which the Arabs overcame their
‘enemies: first, both empires, lexhausted by wars, had demobilized before 632;
second, both had ceased to sfupport those client states on the frontiers of the
Arabian Peninsula that had restrained the Bedouin of the desert for a century

. past; third, and particularly ip reference to Byzantium, religious controversy
had weakened the loyalties that Syrians and Egyptians rendered to
Constantinople. (3/557) ‘
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and he came with ten thousands of saints.
(Deuteronomy 33:2)
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He received his prophetic call in about 610, and in January 630 he
entered ‘Mecca with 10,000 men. (VI1/84)
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Forthcoming publications

Woman in Islam and Western Society; 320 pages.
Islam: The Creator of Modern Age; 120 pages.
Islam: The Voice of Human Nature: 64 pages.
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Some form of censorship has appeared in all communities, small and large,
in all parts of the world, at all stages of history. (3/1083)
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Few great men have been so maligned as Muhammad. Christian scholars of
- medieval Europe painted him as an impostor, a lecher, and a man of blood. .
™ A corruption of his name, ‘Mahound, even came to signify the devil. This
picture of Muhammad and his religion still retains some influence. The
English author Thomas Carlyle in 1840 was the first notable European to
insist publicly that Muhammad must have been sincere, because it was

ridiculous to suppose an impostor would have been the founder of a great
religion (12/609). |
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INDIANMUSLIMS

The Need For A Positive Outlook
By Maulana Wahiduddin Khan

Man must run the gauntlet of adversity in this life, for that is
in the very nature of things. But repeated emphasis on the darker
side of life, with no mention of brighter prospects ahead can lead
only todiscouragement, depression and inertia. The betterwayto
findsolutions to the problems besetting us would be to seek outand
lay stress on whatever opportunities present themselves, so that
those upon whom fortune has not smiled may feel encouraged to
take the initiative in improving themselves and their lot in life.

Inthelightof concrete realities, thisbook focuses, therefore,on

how, in entering upon the more positive avenues open to them,
Muslims may avail themselves of the same kind of opportunities
right here in India as they would find at any other point on the
globe. For them treading this path is treading the path of wisdom.
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