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In making the Prophet Muhammad the
gr~~test figure, and consequently one of
the most resplendent landmarks in human
history, God has bestowed his greatest
favour on mankind. Whoever seeks guid-
ance cannot fail to see him, for he stands
out like a tower, a mountain on the horizon,
radiating light like a beacon, beckoning all -
to the true path. It is inevitable. that the
seekers of truth will be drawn up to the
magnificent pinnacle on which he stands.
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Life is full of second chances. All we need for a second
chance is the ability to recognize it and the courage to act.
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Discovery consists of seeing what everybody
has seen and thinking what nobody has thought.
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The subscription could be cancelled and all money
refunded if the reader wasn’t satisfied (p. 163).
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What made him supernormal was his intense, sustained
curiosity, plus an unequalled capacity for work (p. 182).
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He listens far more than he talks.
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The Japanese semiconductor Godzilla
is now destroying everything but Tokyo.
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The surgical part (of Al-Zahrawi) was translated into Latin by Gerard
of Cremona and various editions were published at Venice in 1497, at

Basel in 1541 and at Oxford in 1778. It held its place for centuries as
the manual of surgery in Salerno, Montpellier and other early schools

of medicine.
P.K. Hitti, History of the Arabs, 1979, p. 577
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The most distinguished geographer of the Middle Ages.
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The most brilliant geographical author and cartographer of the twelfth

century, indeed of all medieval time, was al-Idrisi, a descendant of a

royal Spanish Arab family who got his education in Spain.
P.K. Hitti, History of the Arabs, 1979, p. 568
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An exceptional work of major importance is a compendium of theori-
tical and practical navigation by Ahmad ibn Majid of Najdi ancestry,
who, it is claimed, in 1498 piloted Vasco da Gama from Africa to

India,
P.K. Hitti, History of the Arabs, 1979, p. 689
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They (Arab) kept alive the ancient doctrine of th
earth, without which the discovery of the New Wor
been possible. An exponent of this doctrine was ab
al-Balansi (of Valencia), who flourished in the firs
century. They perpetuated the Hindu idea that the |
of the world had a centre or ““world cupola” or *‘st
an equal distance from the four cardinal points.
found its way into a Latin work published in 1410.
bus acquired the doctrine which made him believe
shaped in the form of a pear and that on the w

opposite the arin was a corresponding elevated cent:
"Philip K. Hitti, History of the Arabs; The Macmillan Press
Edition 1979, p. 570
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As is natural when one is trying to ignore a profound cause of un-
happiness, I found impersonal reasons for gloom. I had been very full
of personal misery in the early years of the century, but at that time I
had a more or less Platonic philosophy which enabled me to see
beauty in the extra-human universe. Mathematics and the stars
consoled me when the human world seemed empty of comfort. But
changes in my philosophy have robbed me of such consolations. Solip-
sism oppressed me, particularly after studying such interpretations of
physics as that of Eddington. It seemed that what we had thought of as
laws of nature were only linguistic conventions, and that physics was
not really concerned with an external world. I do not mean that I quite
believed this, but that it became a haunting nightmare, increasingly

invading my imagination.
Bertrand Russell, Autobiography, Unwin Paperbacks, London, 1978, pp. 392-93
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The important is unknowable, and the knowable is unimportant.
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(Western philosophers) confess frankly that the human intellect is
unable to find conclusive answers to many questions of profound
importance to mankind, but they refuse to believe that there is some

‘higher’ way of knowledge, by which we can discover truths hidden

from science and the intellect.
Bertrand Russell, A History of Western Philosophy, 1979, p. 789
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The utilitarian hypothesis, which is the theory of natural selection
applied to mind, seems inadequate to account for the development of
the moral sense. Such being the difficulties with which virtue (or the
moral sense) has had to struggle, with so many exceptions to its
practice, with so many instances in which it brought ruin or death to its
too ardent devotee, how can we believe that considerations of utility
could ever invest it with the mysterious sanctity of the highest virtue—
could ever induce men to value truth for its own sake, and practice it
regardiess of consequences.
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If the Earth is to emerge as a place of added consequence, with man of
some relevance in the cosmic scheme, we shall need to dispznse en-
tirely with the philosophy of opportunism. While it would be no ad-
vantage I believe to return to older religious concepts, we shall need
to understand why it is that the mysterious sanctity described by Wal-
lace persists within us, beckoning us to the Elysian fields, if only we

will follow.
Fred Hoyle, The Intelligent Universe, Michael Joseph, London. 1983, p. 251
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