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ISLAMASITIS .
By Maulana Wahiduddin Khan

Pages 114 Rs. 40

In Islam As It Is, Maulana Wahiduddin Khan presents the funda-
mental teachings of Islam in a manner which will appeal directly to
both general readers and students of Islam.

Simple and straightforward in style, Islam As It Is gives the reader
an accurate and comprehensive picture of Islam — the true relig-
ion of submission to God.

GOD-ORIENTED LIFE
By Maulana Wahiduddin Khan

Pages 186 Rs. 60

The traditions — Sunnah — of the Prophet Muhammad, upon whom
be peace, and the lives of his companions and those closely as-
sociated with them, serve as a major source of religious enlighten-
ment in theory and in practice. This book endeavours to present
these ideas in the simplest and most direct way. In that it culls from
authentic sources the sayings and deeds of the Prophet and those
inspired by him, it brings to us a complete and, above all, human
picture of true Islamic behaviour.
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. From time to time Hindus, especially Saivites, took aggressive action against
Buddhism. At least two Saivite kings - the Huna invader Mihirakula (early 6th
century) and the Bengal King Sasanka (early 7th century) - are réported to have

" been active persecutors, 'destroying monasteries and killing monks (8/914).
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As atAyodhya the “disputes” at Mathura and Varanasn have their basis
" in myths (p. 12) :
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The temple was rebuilt by the Maharani of Indore, Ahalya Bai Holkar, i in1777.
Then there was a suggestion to demolish the Gyanvapi Mosque, and the’
Maharani consulted the pandits of Varanasi. According to Lokpati Tripathi,
Congress (1) leader, the pandits were against this, for, according to them, a
mandir could not be built by demohshmg another community’s place of
worship. this put an end to the move. (14).
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Lessons Of Varanasi
Pitting Economy Against Hindutva
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As the communal violence unleashed by the Ayodhya tragedy hit the headlines, the
- numerous instances from all over the country of people from both the communities
joining hands to resist the destructive onslaught of communalism were relegated to the
background. One such spontaneous mass action preaching peace and sanity in the
historic city of Varanasi is particularly noteworthy. Sensing that the “conquerors” of
Babri Masjid have a similar design for the Gyanvapi mosque at Varanasi, the city’s
traders’ association, the Kashi Vyapar Mandal, issued a strong appeal to the five-lakh
strong trader community comprising both Hindus and Muslims to stay away from the
politics of Mandirs and Masjids and followed it up by organizing peace marches.
Ironically, the Hindu members of the Vyapar Mandal have supported the BJP.in the
past and even mobilised donations for the kar sevaks whoran amok at Ayodhya. The
issue is not whether these erstwhile supporters of the BJP have suddenly turned
. secular but that they have found it necessary to maintain peaceful co-existence. If
Varanasi goes the Ayodhya way, the traders would be the worst hit as lawlessness and
killings would drive away thousands of tourists who flock to this temple city and also
kill a flourishing business in carpets and sarees which caters to both the home and
export markets. Since both Muslims and Hindus are equally dependent on this
commerce, it is plain that economic interests have prevailed over political or
communal prejudices. This should send a clear signal that a powerful economic
agenda has to be a major plank in the fight against communalism. Over the last two
decades India has lost the race of development and its status in the world. A large
numbeér of countries which were poorer than us have passed us by and it is not India
but China which is emerging as the new economic giant. It is time to spread the
message of Varanasi that communalism can only disrupt and destroy and prevent us
fromseizing the last chance we have of recharging our economic system and retrieving
our national pride. It is time to spread-the message of Kautilya that “of the three ends
of human life, material gain is, verily, the most'important.” On material gain depends
the realization of dharma and pleasure. (The Times of India, January 6, 1993)
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BUSINESSMEN AGAINST MANDIR-MASJID PO!_.ITICS .

Having suffered enormous losses in the wave of communal violence after the Ayodhya
episode, businessmen' and traders all over the country are perturbed about the growing
communal divide and lawlessness. ’

A Times of India survey of the business community in major urban centres reveals
that it desperately yearns for peaceful resolution of divisive conflicts and is fairly united
in its opposition to politics of communalism and the increasing -proclivity of political
parties to mix religion with potitics. §

The near-unanimous condemnation by businessmen of the political forces and
practices which have disrupted normal life in the couniry is understandable considering
the hefty losses inflicted by riots in production and distribution of goods and deslmcuon
of property.

Losses in Bombay alone. are estimated at about Rs. 2,000 crores caused by the
disruption in trade and production and destruction of property and goods. In Ahmedabad
and Surat, these are expected to be in the region of Rs 3,000 crores. However, since
the entire industrial belt stretching from Bombay to Surat and Ahmedabad has strong
bonds of interdependence across the country, these estimates represent only part of the
loss inflicted by communal violence.

SAURASHTRA CALM: The Saurashtra region for instance, barfing a few stray
incidents remained calm and quiet. Yet rioting in Bombay and Ahmedabad disrupted both
trade and manufacturing. As a director of the Rajkot engineering association, Mr. Vajubhai
Mavani said: ‘with Bombay shut, it was just impossible to send goods there. ‘And with
Ahmedabad in a state of disarray, |here was no way of gemng either raw materials or
sending goods.”

A measure of the loss is provided by the Rajkot mummpal corporauon 's income .
from octroi which in normal times averaged Rs. § lakh’s a day. In the week after the
Ayodhya episode it dipped to a measly Rs 75,000 per day. According to one estimate
Gujarat as a whole may have suffered unprecedented losses worth nearly Rs. 12,0600
crores spread across most sectors of trade and manufacturing like textiles, engineering,
and industrial raw materials.

The impact of Bombay and Gujarat spread right across the Malwa region of Madhya
Pradesh which has major industrial estates at Indore, Pithampur, Dewas and Ujjain, Trade
and transport operations were also hit hard affecting truckers and merchants and
manufacturérs dealing in texiiles, bullion and engineering goods.

Kamataka could not remain unaffected either. According 1o -the “President of the
Federation of Karnataka chamber of commerce and industry, the state lost over Rs 100
cores as the entire mercantile activity was affected for a couple of weeks because of
problems arising from riots in Bombay. Trucks remained off the roads, goods eisher kept
piling up in factories or were stuck in Bombay and raw muterials were in short supply.
The leather indusiry, garment manufacturers and chemicals and aulomoblle traders were
the worst hit.

The communal violence in Jaipur inflicted losses worth about Rs. 200 crores, claims
‘Mr. K.L. Jain, general secretary of the Rajasthan chamber of commerce and industry.
Apart from he small-scale sector and the export-oriented gems and jewellery industry,
riots had a severe impact on small shopkeepers, tea-stall owners and kiosks selling pan
and cigareties.

nar & e rs



Lucknow is another state capital where local businessmen suffered losses exceeding
Rs. 500 crores. What worries them even more is a sense of uncenainty about the future
as they apprehend another round of violence if the prevailing communal tension in the
city and adjoining areas like Ayodhya and Kanpur is allowed to persist. Mr AK Aggarwal,
executive director of Indian industries association says.’ ‘If the situation is allowed to
_remain like this the state’s economy will be hit hard.’ According to Mr Banwari Lal
Kanchchal, general secretary, Lucknow Vyapar Mandal, the economy of the state has
already been pushed back by about 10 years.

FEAR OF VIOLENCE: The fears of future violence have motivated businessmen
to speak up against politics of communalism. Mr Sandeep Bansal, president of Lucknow's
-Yuva Vyapar Mandal and an active member of the BJP says that all political parties
should desist from taking those steps which militate against interests of trade and business
and that communal co-existence is necessary for the all-round development of the state.

This view is articulated more sharply in Bangalore where all the businessmen and
traders who spoke to The Times of India are vehemently opposed to the politics of
communalism. Mr Abdus Subhan, a shopkeeper in Russel market bemoaned that
politicians were exploiting issues like Ayodhya for their selfish ends and this kind of
politicking must stop.

. POLITICAL ISSUE: Likewise most traders in Bhopal do not sec Aycdhya as a
religious issue. Mr. Ajay Kumar, who runs a general store says ‘It is’ clear that this
is nothing but politics. Who cares about religion. Politicians are only interested in Ayodhya
because it means votes on either side.

Businessmen and traders across the country are fairly united in advecating that
.religious issues must be kept out of politics and all cases of disputes should be resolved

peacefully and within the parameters laid down by the Constitution. The president of -

Karanataka Small Industries Association, Mr D.N. Gangadhar argues that religion is a
purely individualistic subject and politicians should not meddle with it and the secularism
means that religion and politics aro kept apart. Mr. Bimal Poddar, branch manager of
Caprihang India in Ahmedabad, blames all political parties for making a mess of the
Ayodhya issue, which he contends should be settled in a constitutional manner.
CENTRE'S FAILURE: Most traders and businessmen are also critical- of the
government’s failure in checking communal riots and the breakdown of the law and order
- machinery. Mr Satish Chandra Patel, a small engineering goods’ seller in Indore says
good govemance means that the politician-police-criminal nexus should be broken.
It is not just the prospect of losses that makes businessmen wary of communalism
but the fact that it is unsustainable as in most manufacturing and tradlng activities both
Hindus and Muslims form a complex web of interdependence which is critical to the
_ very survival of business.

In the gems and jewellery mduslry of Jaipur for instance, while a majonly of traders
are Hindus, the cutting, polishing and packaging work is done mostly by Muslims.
Likewise the powerloom sector in Gujarat is dependent on workmen from both the
communities. The same situation obtains in most other places. from Bombay to Bhopal
and Indore to Lucknow. As the BJP activist in Lucknow, Mr Sandecp Bansal puts it,
“The people of the two communities are so dependent on each other that their co-existence
is necessary for the prosperity of trade and industry.'

(The Times of India, February 8, 1993)
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Hindutva as mterpreted by the hardliners reached its dangerous limits on
December 6 and is no longer exploitable. (N.J. Nanporia)
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Mccca was besieged, the harambombarded with mlssnles and the Kaba set on
fire, the sacred Black Stone was split in three pieces. (1/1047)
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