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Until lions can speak. the only history
will be that of the hunters.
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He secured the Soviets strategic parity with the Americans by
developing the * hydrogen bomb but suffered internal exile for
championing human rights.
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Only hours before his death. he told fellow opposition members of the

Congress that the Communist party leadership,  headed oy
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Indian History Congress

Walk-out over Ayodhya issue

The communal politics of Ramjanambhoomi-Babri Masjid controversy in-
truded rudely into the annual Indian History Congress being held at
Gorakhpur University, earlier this week. leading to a walk-out by over 300
delegates, including the president of the Congress and leading historians.

On December 30, 1989 the Indian History Congress unanimously
adopted a resolution reiterating its stand taken since 1986 that “monu-
ments of ancient and medieval times should be rigorously brought under
the protection of Ancient Monuments Act, and no structural change
should be allowed, and that wherever religious worship had ceased, it
should not be allowed to be re-started, whatever be the religious de-
nomination involved.”

Following this the Vice-Chancellor of Gorakhpur University, Profes-
sor Ms Pratima Asthana, who was also the local secretary of the Con-
gress received a request from a member of Parliament from Gorakhpur,
Mahant Avaidyanath of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad, that he would like
the opportunity of addressing the Congress. When this request was put
before the delegates, it was resisted and rejected as this was not on the
agenda and the Indian History Congress was not the place for a political
statement on a contentious issue.

However, Professor Asthana walked into the Congress followed by
the Mahant and the majority of delegates including the president of the
Congress walked out. Mahant Avaidyanath then addressed a few dele-
gates, some employees of Gorakhpur University and some RSS work-
ers, while the majority of the delegates held a meeting outside. Appa-
rently slogans and counter slogans were raised and after Mahant Av-
aidyanath left the Congress continued its sessions.

Among those who walked out were Professor IrfanHabib of Aligarh
Muslim University, Professor Barun De of the Centre for Studies in So-
cial Sciences, Calcutta. Professor Durga Prasad Bhattacharya of the In-
dian Statistical Institute, Calcutta, Proffessor A.Q. Rafeeq of Kashmir,
Professor R. Champakalakshmi from Jawaharlal Nehru University and
Professor Athar Ali, the President of the Congress.

Delegates expressed the view that even if all the Members of Parlia-
ment had done what Mahant Avaidyanath had done, the Congress
would have reiterated its position. No request had been received from
anyone to address the Congress while the agenda was being prepared for
the annual Congress was a purely academic conference.

Historians resent the fact that an attempt was made by the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad to use its forum for presenting a communal point of
view and to create a disturbance at the Congress.

The Congress has nominated Professor H.L. Gupta, retired professor
from Sagar University, as President of its next annual session.

The Statesman, New Delhi, January 6, 1990
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Stages: Impact of *Al-Risala’

I am furious and agitated

Restlessly coiling, I hiss and flash ...

You have struck hard

At my raised hood of false pride!

I am confused and disillusioned

At my own battered and vulnerable position ...
You have blown away

The smoky citadel and bastion of my misconceptions!
I am lost in an endless labyrinth —

Unlit and eerie,

Desperately searching the way out ...

You have unmasked the fangs of my guide!
Gradually ... very gradually

Almost unnoticed, unknowingly

step by step

Stage by stage

The down of TRUTH unveils itself.

My anger recedes,

My mind begins to clear

And I tread in the direction —

A ray of hope is filtering

Through rumbling dark clouds ...

Syed Shafiuddin, M.A: (Eng), M. Ed.
New Delhi, January 4, 1989
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The Man Al-Islam Builds
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ISLAM

Tn Contemporary Language

AL-RISALA monthly has a two-
fold aim: first, to introduce Islam
as a divine message; second, to
promote positive and construc-
tive thinking among the people.
It is published in Urdu and
English by the Islamic Centre,
New Delhi.

To receive your copies of this
thought-provoking magazine
regularly, subscribe NOW,

Ask for a free sample copy.

Please send AL-RISALA to me/my Please tick box where applicable
friend/relative at the following address: o4 O1lyear O Syears
O English O 2years 0O 5 years

Name: DO Air-mail O Surface-mail

Address: I am enclosing Cheques/Bank Draft/
Postal Order/M.O. Receipt No.

Subscription Rates
ABROAD

P] f 3 INLAND AIRMAIL SURFACE MAIL
ease mda ree mp‘c C(Tp} Of tyear An 00} As 400/$25/€15 RAs 200/$15/E8
AL-RISATA at the following address: 2yearsRs 110 | As TO/S45/E25  Re 3508257215
3years Rs 150 | Rs 1000/$85/240  Rs S00/S35/£20
5 years Rs 240 | Rs 1500/$100/E60 Rs 750/855/£30

Pakistan Rs 150 for one year

8 ¢ Subscription (For One 'rur-}
(Please use & scparate sheet for more than coe address ) INLAND.., " As 300
AMGBVMM e S 100/S00

E;Pleas‘. send a publications catalogue

“Please send this together with the payment to the Cirenlation Manager.
AL-RISALLTI:? Islamic Centre, C-29 Nizamuddin West, New Delhi 110 013 (India)
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