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INDIANMUSLIMS

The Need For A Positive Outlook
By Maulana Wahiduddin Khan

Man must run the gauntlet of adversity in this life, for that is
in the very nature of things. But repeated emphasis on the darker
side of life, with nomention of brighter prospects ahead can lead
only todiscouragement, depression and inertia. The better way to
findsolutions to the problems besetting us would be toseek outand
lay stress on whatever opportunities present themselves, so that
those upon whom fortune has not smiled may feel encouraged to
take the initiative in improving themselves and their lot in life.

In the lightof concrete realities, this book focuses, therefore, on
how, in entering upon the more positive avenues open to them,
Muslims may avail themselves of the same kind of opportunities
right here in India as they would find at any other point on the

globe. For them treading this path is treading the path of wisdom.
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Pakistan happens to be the unsafest country iﬁ the world, according to a recent
survey conducted among the business and economic leaders belonging to all
the continents. The leaders of the business and industry of various countries
were asked by the World Economic Forum to rate various countries according
to their perceptions about the safety of life and property in those countries.

Pakistan touched the bottom whereas Singapore was found to be the safest
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In India, the national identity ' }can only be Hindu. (The Ilustrated Weekly of
India, March 12, 1993)
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India is not a human zoo with different species of humanity put togeth-e?in

. one physical location in separate enclosures and it cannot be tumned into one.
It embodies a remarkably homogenous, though not monolithic, culture going |
back thousands of years. (p.8)
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A Hindu, generally speaking,

belongs to a caste before he belongs to the
Hindu fratemity.
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There are two types of Hindu communalism: negative and positive. Negative
Hindu communalism-consists in being merely anti-Muslim in varying de-
grees: positive Hindu communalism consists in appealing in the name qf a
Hindu identity. But since this identity is very shadowy due to Hindu’s lack of
internal homogeneity, positive Hindu communalism is not viable. Thus what
is possible is not desirable and what is desirable is not possible. (The Times of
India, New Detlhi, July 4, 1987) .
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We all have to live with our contradictions. | am large enough to contain all
these contradictions. ‘
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The trouble is that today’s Hindutva has little in common with the Dharma of
our scriptures. The Atharva Veda says: “This is a country of many religions,

" many ethnicities, many castes, many languages.” It further says that to co-
exist the people of this country must agree on one principle: “This land is our
mother and all of us are her progeny.” So even 5000 years ago we had agreed
on the principles of peaceful co-existence in a clime of diversity in language,
creed and culture.
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The one-day international cricket match between India and Pakistan sched-
uled to be played in Bombay on October 28 was cancelled after the Pakistan
team declined to play. The Shiv Sena had threatened a Bombay bandh if the
match went ahead.
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Political activities of processioti and public meeting have generated more heat
than light.
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America has all along attempted a one-way assimilation, whereby
everyone could be shaped into the Anglo-mould. From the latest
manifestation of the failure of this approach @ shift in emphasis can be
considered. Encouraging cultural pluralism and active prevention of
ethnic discrimination alone can ensure the integration of the world's
richest democracy. (p.13)
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India has failed to carfy out -the constitutional directive of providing um-
versal educationvfor children in the age group of six to 14. (6/394)
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But many that are first shall be last. And the last first, (St. Mark 10:31 )
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No civilization has flourished without a moral and spiritual renaissance.
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ISLAM

ASITIS

Mo Tatukadds Kiaa

ISLAMASITIS
By Maulana Wahiduddin Khan

Pages 114 Rs. 40

in Islam As It Is, Maulana Wahiduddin Khan presents the funda-
mental teachings of Islam in a manner which will appeal directly to
both general readers and students of Islam.

Simple and straightforward in style, Islam As It Is gives the reader
an accurate and comprehensive picture of Islam — the true relig-
ion of submission to God.

GOD-ORIENTED LIFE
By Maulana Wahiduddin Khan

Pages 186 Rs. 60

The traditions — Sunnah - of the Prophet Muhammad, upon whom
be peace, and the lives of his companions and those closely as-
sociated with them, serve as a major source of religious enlighten-
ment in theory and in practice. This book endeavours to present
these ideas in the simplest and most direct way. In thatit culls from
authentic sources the sayings and deeds of the Prophet and those
inspired by him, it brings to us a complete and, above all, human
picture of true Islamic behaviour.
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