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‘ INDIAN MUSLIMS

The Need For A Positive Outlook
By Maulana Wahiduddin Khan

Man must run the gauntlet of adversity in this life, for that is
in the very nature of things. But repeated emphasis on the darker
side of life, with nomention of brighter prospects ahead can lead
only todiscouragement, depression and inertia. The betterway to
find solutions to the problemsbesetting us would be toseek outand
lay stress on whatever opportunities present themselves, so that
those upon whom fortune has not smiled may feel encouraged to
take the initiative in improving themselves and their lot in life.

In the light of concrete realities, this book focuses, therefore, on
how, in entering upon the more positive avenues open to them,

Muslims may avail themselves of the same kind of opportunities
right here in India as they would find at any other point on the
globe. For them treading this path is treading the path of wisdom.
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Water is essential to terrestrial life, participating in virtually every process that
occurs in plant and animal organism. (X/565)
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“Ifit is not poetry, - and it |L hard to say whether it be or not, - it is more than

poetry. It is not history, nor biography. Itis not anthology, like the Sermon on
the Mount; nor metaphysncal dialectics, like the Buddhist Sutras; nor sublime
homiletics like Plato’s confenmces of the wise and foolish teachers. It is a
pmphet’scry Semitictothecore; yetofameaningsouniversal andso timely that
allthe voices of theage takeitup, willingorunwilling, anditechoes overpalaces
and deserts, over cities and empires, first kindling its chosen hearts to world-
conguest, then gatheringitselfup intoareconstructive force thatall the creative
light of Greece and Asiamight penetrate the heavy gloom of Christian Europe,
when Christianity was but (he Queen oanght »
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Q. How did your views of Marxism evolve? What was most important in
your personal development?

A. When you read ‘Das Kapital® it’s all crystal clear by the time you
reach page three. Only an idiot can really believe in Marxism.
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1. Can religion be an ideology for this life?
2, Social justice js the result of believing in God.
3. The common principles of faith in the two religions
and points of encounter in the fields of life.

4. How to remove past and wrong judgments and lack of
confidence which still separate us.
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It was the Koran—"a book by the aid of which the Arabs conquered
a world greater than that of Alexander the Great, greater than that of
Rome, and in as many tens of years as the latter had wanted hundreds
to accomplish her conquests; by the aid of which they alone of all the
Shemites came to Europe as kings, whither the Phoenicians had come
as tradesmen, and the Jews as fugitives or captives; came to Europe to
hold up, together with these fugitives, the light to humanity;—they alone,
while darkness lay around, to raise up the wisdom and knowledge of Hellas
from the dead, to teach philosophy, medicine, astronomy, and the golden
art of song to the West as to the East, to stand at the cradle of modern

science, and to cause us late epigoni for ever to weep over the day when
Granada fell” (p.394).
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The Egyptians were conquered not by the sword,
but by the %:ran (p.303, ed.1950) ‘
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How can [ put into words the overwhelming relief that I feel upon having
 discovered the answerto the questions I've been searching forallmy life? It's like being
blind and then suddenly given sightto a truth and a brightness never seen before. How
canltell of the joys that only finding the truth can bring? [ want to sing it to the world,
I'want everyone I have ever known to share this with me and celebrate the door that
has been opened to me, And the most wonderful and awesome thing shown to me was
the glorious Qur'an. How I love and cherish my Quran! How I read it every chance |
get! Icannot put itdown! Evenin English the words can bring joy to my heart and tears
lomy eyes! There've been many times when [ held Allah's words inmy hands and wept
at the revelation. How could I have been such a fool all of my life? I shudder to think
of my life without Islam. If I could climb (o the highest mountain and be heard by
everyone who is blind to Islam, I would shout all that has been shown to me. My
questions have been answered. I now know the (ruth. If every person in the world
thankedAllah for bringing me the Iruth,onc!mndrcdtimcsnday forone hundred years,
that still would not express my gratitude. (Becky Hopkins)

Islamic Horizons, December 1987, Bridgeview, Illinios, USA
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Every effort has been made to choose befitting language. But the result is
not the Glorious Qur'an, that inimitable symphony, the very sounds of
which move men to tears and ccstasy.
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