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In India, the national identity can only be Hindu. (The Illustrated Weekly of
India, March 12, 1993)
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India is not a human zoo with different species of humanity put together in

~ one physical location in separate enclosures and it cannot be turned into one.
It embodies a remarkably homogenous, though not monolithic, culture going
back thousands of years. (p.8)
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A Hindu, generally speaking, belongs to a caste before he belongs to the
Hindu fraternity.
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There are two types of Hindu communalism: negative and positive, Negative
Hindu communalism consists in being merely anti-Muslim in varying de-
grees: positive Hindu communalism consists in appealing in the name of a
Hindu identity. But since this identity is very shadowy due to Hindu’s lack of
intérnal homogeneity, positive Hindu communalism is not viable. Thus what
is possible is not desirable and what is desirable is not possible. (The Times of
India, New Delhi, July 4, 1987)
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We all have to live with our contradictions. I am large enough to contain all
these confradictions.
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The trouble is that today’s Hindutva has little in common with the Dharma of
our scriptures. The Atharva Veda says: “This is a country of many religions,
many ethnicities, many castes, many languages.” It further says that to co-
exist the people of this country must agree on one principle: “This land is our
mother and all of us are her progeny.” So even 5000 years ago we had agreed
on the principles of peaceful co-existence in a clime of diversity in language,
creed and culture.
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