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Delhi Senior Sedondary School Certificate
examination, Class XII, 1987
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A common thread running the family background of most toppers is that
they do not belong to affluent families. In fact, quite a few faced stiff
resistance to their academic pursuits due to lack of space and books and
noise disturbances. However, they overrode these factors and achieved
distinction in their subjects of interest.

The Hindustan Times, New Dethi, May 26, 1987
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A Hindu, generally speaking, belongs to a
caste before he belongs to the Hindu fraternity.
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There are two types of Hindu communalism : negative and positive. Negative

Hindu communalism consists in being merely anti-Muslim in varving
degrees: positive Hindu communalism consists in appealing in the name of a
Hinduidentity. But since this identity is verv shadowy due to Hindu’s lack ef
internal homogeneity, positive Hindu communalism is not viable. Thus
what is possible is not dcsirable and what is desirable i1s not possible.

The Times of India. New Delhi, July 4, 1937
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Just as in the life of an individual, memory has great significance, in that if it
fades or 18 lost altogether, then his life becomes meaningless for him. In
similar way in the life of a community or a nation, history assnmes great

importance, because if its history is Jost or is buried under thick layers of
obscurity, then its life too becomes meaningless and absurd.
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A community, as a constituent of a larger entity like a nation, can sustain its
identity in two ways. It can either make its own unique contribution to the
overall culture of the larger entity or it can insist on cutting itself off from the
rest. While the former leads to integration, the latter leads to conflict.

The Times of India, New Delhi, August 22, 1987
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Islam in France

By Hanspeter Oschwald

PARIS :

Islam has made huge strides in France, with mosques spreading across the landscape and increasingly
self-assured Muslims demanding recognition that this is now a partly Mustim country. Interior
Minister Charles Pasqua has instructed his stafl to prepare him a report on this strange new “France
of the Thousand Mosques” detailing the influence of Islamic fundamentalists. The newspaper and
broadcasting have also discovered the “Islamic French” thanks to a major new book by a specialist in
Islamic studies and political science professor, Gilles Kepel.

The book, Islam’s Suburbs surveys a Muslim community of about 3 million that has often been
the targel of racism. The numbers have not grown for 15 years, but Muslim consciousness has sharply
altered. Kepel, 32, says it 1s still unclear whether French Muslims wili one day be integrated into
mainstream French society or simply insert themselves as a foreign body between its folds. But
nobody ovght to imagine French Muslims will just disappear. Many commentators on the book
claim assimilation is inevitable, They say French society and culture is so powerful that even the most
radical Muslims will little by little be absorbed. The sceptics prefer the inserlion scenario, predicting
that Muslims will form their own lobby with spokesmen and institutions that will eventually extract
the same sort of recognition from the state enjoyed by Catholics, Protestants and Jews.

That has a catch. As a tolerant Western society, France will readily allot a niche to the purely
religious aspects of Islam. But a conflict is in the making over Islam’s vision of society and its political
implications. The majority French favour a secular state and reject all religious influence on state
affairs.

The huge majority of French Muslims are from North Africa and Muslim regions of Black Africa,
either migrant workers or holders of French passports. Some are from Turkey. Only a handful are
converts of purely French descent.

The bulk of the faithful who bow towards Mecca at the Grand Mosque de Paris in the Rue
Jean-Pierre Timbaud are underprivileged outsiders clad in cheap clothes — mostly manual workers,
many unable to read or write some have never attended any school. Well-off Muslims worship more
discreetly or do not turn up for prayers at all, but they provide the cash that makes the flowering of
Islam possible. A look at the bell-pushes in the plush West End of Paris shows plenty of residents of
Arab extraction. Backing up their contributions ar¢ donations from Gulf Arab foundations or from
the Islamic Republic of Iran, The flow of cash has ensured that most Muslims have a place of prayer
near at hand.

In just 15 years the number of mosques and places of prayer has grown from just a dozen or so in
the whole of France to 1,000. There are a total of 635 Islamic congrepalions or organisations
incorporated under French law. The teachers of this new breed of Islam run the gamut from
anti-Western militants Lo advocates of tolerance, but few preach a distinctively French form of Islam.
Kepel sets out the choices in his book but does not predict which will win the day.

He says the anti-Western advocates of isloation from mainstream France are currently making the
loudest pitch. They find a ready ear among mingrants ill at ease among the French, unable to speak
the French language properly and chary of becoming integrated. The petty racism of day-to-day life
in the midst of Christendom drives many such Muslims to take comfort in their religion.

Kepel’s book contains many interviews showing that elderly people rediscover their sense of
dignity in Islam and try hard to convey that sense to their children. Younger Muslims mostly identify
with Islam but do not regard it as a contradiction to their Western lifestyle. Girls in Muslim families
absorb French mores and behaviour more readily than any other group. Kepel proposes as the best
solution that the French state take the initiative and try to integrate Muslims into mainstream life. He
says that the minds and hearts of the Muslims will mainly be won in the schools, where the next
generation is growing up. {DPA-Feature)

The Hindustan Times, December 11, 1987
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Bvidence of God
in Nature and in Sclence

Mayb Wahedubhn Khon GOd Aﬂses
by Maulana Wahiduddin Khan

This English edition of Mazbab Aur Jadeed Challenge, is an updated
version, incorporating considerable additional material.

It has also been translated into a number of other languages, including
Arabic, French, Turkish, Malay, Serbo-Croatian (Yugoslavian), Sindhi,
Tamil, etc., and has come to be accepted as standard work on the Islamic
position vis-a-vis modern thought.

Pages 265 ISBN 81-85063-14-1 Price Rs. 45
81-85063-17-6
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AL-RISALA
Annual Subscription Rates:
One year Two year
INLAND Rs. 48 Rs. 90
ABROAD (By air mail) as $25 ds $ 50
(By surface mail) uss$1o us %20

SUBSCRIPTION FORM

Please send me AL-RISALA

D(.lrdu DEnglish for D 1 year D2 years

............................................................................................

GIFT SUBSCRIPTION |

Please send AL-RISALA to my friend/relative to the following address:

D(eru DEnglish for I___]l year DZ years | am enclosing cheque
Postal Order/Bank Draft/M.O. Receipt No. ... oo

.............................................................................................

Please send this together with the payment to the Circulation Manager
AL-RISALA C-29 Nizamuddin West, New Delhi 110 013 (India)



4/- ...'.“.wadLL./I
4/- L sl
6/- eUlrf
2/- ::._./f,r[f’
4/- (Jf’u' .
2 et
4/- el
4/- r;—r:’,L
God Arises Rs. 45/-
Muhammad

The Prophet of Revolution 50/-
Religion and Science

Tabligh Movement
The Way to Find God 4/-
The Teachings of Islam /-

The Good Life 5/-
Toe Garden of Paradise  5/-
The Fire of Hell 5/-
Muhammad

The Ideal Character 4/-
Man Know Thyself ! 4/-
TN A 3 EaN 9~
6T T qan 4/-

‘ z.(%uw,dmwr

35/~
20/-
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6/- L')L_};___,,lbf %}Tf;
13 Goad
4/ &/QQ,:(LL-/I
4/-

47 MZ_JL"
4/- (J';LJJK'_T')-
- Ll
3- Al
3/- YAt
Ao ‘['LL.-/IQ;U;
4/ -GS Pl
4/- sl
4/- =5 Sl
4/- sl
4~ A IO
4/- = (5]
il
4/- ru___/;/,ﬂ
4/-

/VWI

By

Rs s
100/~ (ol Lo
100/ - r'::,d-f Ve

40/- Y
30/ - I
30/- .",,..-.f__;fu,;f._..f,;
25/ - Ul gk
25/~ r&/m
25/~ {,u_,./r Wed
20/- Ufudlw
20/ - ru._./i;_(.g;
45/- (fy il
25/ - MV
30/- ru_-/,fg;h;

25/- rm,m(ﬁf
20/- }‘3%}! rM

25/- & oow
20/- ‘_*;,L-_l_ﬂl(&_,/l
15/- LA
- S
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