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The Ideal Character
Man Know Thyself
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4/- gk 40/
4/- n‘.‘/?)éi 80/-
4/- eirfor
5/- ey B/
4/- S ..uu? 25/-
4/- . % 20/
4/- Eoie 30
4/- 57 25/-
4/- =t —"1 25/-
4/- Wl ile
20/-
6/- 2% 0,
2- Al '
4/ 5 e 3-
L
4/- ~ |
o5 4/-
4/- 2t 4/
4/- {4.17?"}(,‘ 4/
12/- LFY )
A 4/-
10/- e
i e é/-
25/- A=
r'd 4/—
Muhommad:
The Prophet of 2/-
Revolution 50/-
The Wayto Find God ~ 4/- 2/-
The Teachings of Islom  5/- 4/-
The Good Life 5/-
The Garden of Paradise  5/- 4/-
The Fire of Hell 5/-
Muhammad: 4/ 4/-
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psychological experiments in the fields of motivation and learning
have disclosed in the power of novelty as an inducement to action.
(111/227)
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To spread the word of God is the highest form of charity. It appeals to
the mind, the heart, the soul. That being the earmest endeavour of this
magazine, how noble-spirited it would be of you, dear readers, if you
sent it on regularly to friends and relatives. Make a gift of it. Think of
a whole year’s subscription as being both a delightful present as well as
a contribution to a worthy cause.
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The form ‘sent’ is gramatically necessitated by the use of the word
‘would’ in the principal clause of the sentence. The other possible
alternative would be ‘could send’ but not ‘send’
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Communal Twist

Sir, — We have noted with growing concern a recent tendency in The Times
of India to give a - communal twist to news items and even to editorial
comments, An example of this is a report from Mathura dated 15 September
and entitled, “Krishna’s Birthplace after Aurangzeb.” It evoked considerable
correspondence, some of which, as could be expected, was markedly communal
in tone.

Your readers should know that historical analysis and interpretations
involvg more than a mere listing of dates with an eye to pious sentiments. The
Dera Keshava Rai temple was built by Raja Bir Singh Deo Bundela during
Jahangir's reign. This large temple soon became extremely popular and
acquired considerable wealth. Aurangzeb had this temple destroyed, took the
wealth as booty and built an Idgah on the site. His actions might have been
politically motivated as well, for at the time when the temple was destroyed he
faced problems with the Bundelas as well as Jat rebellions in the Mathura
region. It should be remembered that many Hindu temples were untouched
during Aurangzeb’s reign and even some new ones built. Indeed, what is really
required is an investigation into the theory that both the Dera Keshava Rat
temple and the Idgah were built on the site of 2 Buddhist monastery which
appears to have been destroyed.

Your news report also gives credence to the suggestion that this site was the
birthplace of Krishna. This is extraordinary to say the least, when even the
historicity of the personality is in question. It creates the kind of confusion such
as has been created, probably del}bcrately, over the guestion of the birthplace
of Rama in the matter of Ramad-Janam-bhumi. A Persian text of the mid-
nineteenth century states that the Babari mosque was adjacent to the Sita-ka-
rasol-ghar and was known as the Rasm Sita mosque and adjomed the area
associated with the birthplace of Rama It would be worth enquiring whether
there is reliable historical evidence of a period prior to the nineteenth century
for this association of a precise location for the birthplace of Rama.
Furthermore such disputes as there were between Hindus and Muslims in this
area upto the nineteenth century were not over the Babari mosque but the
totally different siZe of Hanuman-baithak.

[t cannot be denied that acts of intolerance have been committed in India by
followers of all religions. But these acts have to be understood in their context,
It is a debasement of history to distort these events for present day communal
propaganda.

The statement in your news report that the site at Mathura is to be
“liberated” and handed over to the “rightful owners” as the birthplace of
Krishna raises the question of the limits to the logic of restoration of religious
sites (and this includes the demand for the restoration to worshippers of
disused mosques now under the care of the Archaeological Survey of India).
How far back do we go? Can we push this to the restoration of Buddhist and
Jaina monumeats destroyed by Hindus? Or of pre-Hindus animist shrines?

ROMILA THAPAR, MUZAFFAR ALAM, BIPAN CHANDRA, R. CHAMPAKA LAKSHM],
S. BHATTACHARYA, H. MUKIHA, SUVIRA JAISWAL, S. RATNAGAR, M.K. PALAT,
SATISH SABERWAL, S. GOPAL MRIDULA MUKHERJEE.

The Times of India, New Delhy, 2], Oct 1985,
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U.N.I helped us a lot. All papers gave the coverage.
Judge Saheb told that “Maulana’s beauty lies in objectivity and co-
herent analysis. He likes comparative approach which is the tide of
time.”’

~ Shamm Raza Saheb of Amin Manzil, Sabzi Bagh, Patna accomp-
lished the long pending partition of family property after being
impressed by your comments on Distributive Justice and acquisition of
property. Shamim Saheb adopted tolerant attitude and sacrificial
approach to end family feud.
Janab M.A. Manzoor Saheb of Chajjubagh, Patna (Retd Registrar
and now advocate) derived three things while listening to your lecture
at the residence of Hon’ble Mr Justice S.K. Jha of Patna High Court.
(a) Indulgence in petty matters soils the fibres of approach to life.
(b) Seeds of victory lie in the ashes of defeat. This mode of thinking
will have no room for frustration. (c) Conditioned thinking eats into
the potentialities of one’s personality. :
Mr Parbhat Kumar opined: Maulana’s speeches were not only praise-
worthy but record-worthy.
To me, Al-Risala paves the way for all-round over-hauling of the
components of life and accompaniments of inter-human relationship.
To me, through A/-Risala, 1invent new manures of mind and discover
latent virtue of heart, every month. :
S.H. Naqui Saheb says: A/-Risala helps one much in founding conge-

" nial atmosphere in office. - . :
Uma Shankar and Anjani Babu (both of Patna High Court) say:
Al-Risala is not only for Muslims but for mankind. :
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For the last 10 months 1 have been reading Al-Risala English and
Urdu. I found very much interest in these two magazines. When I start
reading, I finish 1t only in 30 minutes. What the topics are! May God
continue to bless you in this work which is very useful for the new as
well as for old generation. Your topics on Islam and all other topics in
Urdu Al-Risala will help people very much in their motto. Thanking
you for the edition of Al-Risala in English. I made it very popular

(being a Sikh) among my friends.
J.B. Singh, H. No. 2, Allocha Bagh, Srinagar 190009
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MUHAMMAD

The Praphel of Revolution

MUHAMMAD

The Prophet of Revolution
By '
Maulana Wahiduddin Khan
In making the Prophet Muhammad the
greatest figure, and. consequently one of
the most resplendent landmarks in human
history, God has bestowed his greatest
favour on mankind. Whoever seeks guid-
ance cannot fail to see him, for he stands
out like a tower, a mountain on the horizon,
radiating light like a beacon, beckoning all
to the true path. It is inevitable that the
seekers of truth will be drawn up to the
magnificent pinnacle on which he stands.

ISBN 81-85063-00-1 (PB Rs 50 $ 5)
ISBN 81-85063-07-9 (HB Rs 20 $ 9)

Maktaba Al-Risala
. C-29 Nizamuddin West New Delhi-110013
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of God

"To spread the word of e

God is the highest

form of charity. It “

appeals tothe mind, o

the heart,the soul,that

heing the earnest endeavour of this
magazine, how noble-spirited it would
be of you, dear readers, if you sent it on
regularly to friends and relatives. Make
a GIF'T of it. Think of a whole year’s
subscription as being both a delighttul
present as well as a contribution to a
worthy cause.

Pleasc send this together with the payment to the Circulation Manager
ALRISALA  (C-29 Nizamuddin West New Delhi 110 013
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