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The key to success is not information. It's people. And the kind
of people I look for to fill top management spots are the eager

beavers. These are the guys who try to do more than they’re
expectedto ... -
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A man rose in fury, remarking that I looked like a

monkey; to which I replied, ‘Then you will have
the pleasure of hearing the voice of your ancestors’.
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Speech Technology

You just say it and it will be done. That is not a sales line from any
enthusiastic service retailer. Thanks to the advancement of “speech techno-
logy™, the time has already come when machines can be expected to operate
on just verbal command. Among domestic appliances today, some can tirm
off lights while other robots can use vacuum cleaners on being told to do so.
Two kinds of telephones, which are already in the market in the United
States, offer to place calls upon spoken commands like “call the office”.
Such products: are reaching beyond the consumer sector. Speech chips are
being used by the military, by doctors and by industries. At Chicago’s inter-
national airport, luggage these days is routed to appropriate destinations by
handlers calling out the name of the place to a computer that just sends the
bag to the correct container.

Speech technology includes speech synthesis—or the science of teaching
computer chips how fo talk—and speech recognition—the science of teach-
ing them to listen. Synthesising a voice is an easier task. Getting robots to
listen has also progressed ‘substantially, though speech chips today are
generally dependent on particular speakers. In other words, they can be
used by one person only. Research is going on to create a system that would
respond to anyone’s voice. If all this sounds like faddish gimmickry, it wouid
be useful to listen to the voice of Speech Technology magazine. 1t estimates
the industry’s current size at § 450 million, which may grow to $ 1 billion by
1990 in the United States. Meanwhile, the Japanese too are hard at work

teaching their machines how to tatk and listen.
The Times of India, September 6, 1985

-Voice Commands

Since the dawn of the auto age 2,000 companies have produced nearly 5000
makes of cars in the U.S. But the theory of auto operation has changed little
over the last century — most cars still run on the four-stroke interval-
combustion engine design. But today’s cars do ride more smoothly, vse less
fuel, last longer, handle and require less maintenance than those of 15 to 20
years ago. The biggest advance in cars comes in a small size — a micro-
processor. Hidden in on-board computers in the latest cars, they regulate
car opcrations and warn of malfunctions. Why. cars even ralk today — and
may be one day they'll even argue. Synthesized commands instruct or
rebuke the driver: "Please fasten your seat belts.” " A door is ajar.” “Your
tuel is low.™ And you can talk to the cars 100. The Ford Moter Company has
developed a system by which voice commands turn on car lights, raise the
antenna. start the windshield wiper. or activate other electrical systems.

Spat monthiy, Mav. 1984
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Great things are done when men and mountains meet..
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Roger made Sicily a meeting place of Euro-
pean and Arabic scholars. (VII1/634)
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Al-Idrisi was a close friend and adviser 1o Roger 11. at whose

court he served as official geographer. Roger Il invited
Al-Idrisi to Sicily to make a map of the world for him. (9/198)
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Surely, I'm no tyrant. I cannot afford to be nasty or
arrogant. The day that happens — and 1 assure you it
never will — there would be no sweetness'in my music.
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Childless couples tend to have a higher divorce
rate than couples with children. (7/163-64)
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Every little youngster born to o coeple is an added assurance:
that their marriage will never be dissolved in a divorce court.
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Industrialization has made it easier for women to support
themselves, whether they are single, married, divorced, or
widowed. In this connection, it is interesting to note that

the Great Depression of the 1930s stopped the rise in the
number of divorces in the United States for a ttme. (7/163)
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The financial burden was hedvy and rather dlsturbmg  had given £ 10.000
of my Nobel Prize cheque for a little more than £ 11.000 to my third wife,
and I was now paying alimony to her and to my second wife as well as paying
for the education of my younger son. Added to this. there were heavy
expenses in connection with my elder son’s illness: and the incomie taxes

which for many years he had neglected to pay now fell to me to pay.
Bertrand Russell, Aurobiography, Unwin Paperbacks. 1978, pp. 363- 64
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