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He faced adversity with the determination
to wring success out of failure.
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The Vishwa Hindu Parishad general secretary, Mr Ashok Singhal,
warned Muslims not to oppose the Ayodhya temple’s construction.
Otherwise, he said, his party would start an agitation for building
temples at 3,000 similarly disputed sites all over the country.
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Their *“‘achievement™, such as it is, will generate feelings of acute
embarrassment, not to speak of shame, among an overwhelming
majority of Hindus.
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The BIP and the VHP clearly failed to realise that
whipping up atavistic passions: for political gain
would give them at best a pyrrhic victory (p.1)
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I am sorry to disappoint readers who expect some positive suggestions
from me. I am as confused about the future as everyone else.
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Contrary to the popular perception, the central issue before the country, as I see
it, is not, and has not been. the Hindu-Muslim problem. The central issue has
been, and is going to remain for the foreseeable future, the Hindu-Hindu
problem. The Hindu society, it is a commonplace, is deeply fragmented along
caste lines, and since independence every ‘care’ has been taken by many of
those in charge of the country’s affairs to see to it that those conflicts get aggra-
vated. Finally, under the ‘great’ leadership of Vishwanath Pratap Singh, we face
conditions of near civil war.

I view the future of India — I am sorry to say on Independence Day with deep
misgivings. Independence itself, you will recall, was born in bloodshed. Inde-
pendence has since then been bathed in blood again and again. I have the ter-
rible feeling that what we have seen in the past will pale into insignificance in
comparsion with what awaits us in the future. I do not believe that anything like
sensible political order is likely to emerge in this country in the near future, or
indeed forseeable future. The Muslim problem is only one expression of this
failure of the Hindus to create and sustain a political order which conforms to
their genius and needs.
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Thus what is possible is not desirable,
and what is desirable is not possible.
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BJP had thrown its weight behind the Vishwa Hindu Parishad only
when the Babri Masjid Action Committee had been formed in 1986 and
made it a publicissue. (p.9)
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Lambasting the Vishwa Hindu Parishad and the Rashtriva Swayam
Sevak Sangh, the clderly statesman  said the very idea of demolishing a
mosque was a negation of Hindu ethos. It is a fascist idea and will
break the country.™ he added.
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He said Muslims should realise politicians cannot save them. If anybody
can save them, it is the Hindu. They should learn to coexist with us and
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Gifting the
Word of God

To spread the word of

God is the highest form

of charity. It appeals to

the mind, the heart, the
soul, that being the earnest
endeavour of this magazine,
how noble-spirited it would
be of you, dear readers, if you

sent it on reqularly to friends and relatives.
Make a GIFT of it. Think of a whole year’s
subscription as being both a delightful present
as well as a contribution to a worthy cause.

e e e e e e e e e e e e e R e e e e e e e e e e e e e me e e e e e

Please send AL-RISALA to me/my | am enclosing Cheques/Bank Draft/

friend/relative at the following address: Postal Order/M.O. Receipt No.

Namei_— .t = . Subscription Rates

Address: & - INLAND ABROAD
AIR-MAIL SURFACE-MAIL

Lyear Rso0 Rs350/825 Rs170/510
2years Rs110 Rs650/840 Rs300/518
Juears Rs'150 Rs900/535 Rs425/525
Syears Rs240 Rs 14000585 Rs 650)/540
Please tick box where applicable Pakistan Rs 125 for one yeir
0 Urdu o tyear 2 Air-mail
O English @ 2years 0 Surface-mail
o Hindi 0 3years

O 5years
© Please send a publications catalogue

N

Annual Supporting Subscription
INLANDIS G R ehay e R 500
ABROAD (By Air-mail) ivviinrs S100

Please send this together with the payment ot the Circulation Manager.
AL-RISALA, The Islamic Centre, C-29 Nizamuddin West, New Delhi 110 013 (India)
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