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And then , at the high-point of his life , Tenzing knelt in the snow, , 
made a little hole and put sweets into it, his gesture to the gods. 
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Most birds are gregarious during migration, even those that display a 
fierce individualism at all other things, such as many birds of prey and 
insectivorous passerines. Birds with similar habits sometimes . travel 
together , a phenomenon observed among various species of shore­
birds. Flocks sometimes show a remarkable cohesion , the most 
characteristic migratory formation of geese , ducks, pelicans , and 
cranes is a :y· with the point turned in the direction of flights ( 12/181). 
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K. Natwar Singh , Curtain Raisers 
Vikas Bhawan, New Delhi, 1983 
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I do intend to have a very long talk with you on Islam. 
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Ralph Nader, Unsafe at Any Speed, 1965 
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You are paying the price of being sensitive. 
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Little attention was paid to road development untill the 1920s, mainly 
because the government had previously focussed its attention on rail­
ways (9/295). 
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What constitutes a good society? I believe in certain standards. Call 
them moral standards. They are important in any individual and in any 
social group. And if they fade away , I think hat all the material 
advancement you may have will lead to nothing worthwhile . How to 
maintain them , I can 't know. 
Nehru, A Political Biography; By Michael Brecher, p. 607 
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Pr ime Ministe r Raj iv Gandhi today said building factories and 
d a ms was use less if the quality of human beings was not good . 
The Hindustan Times, September 12. 1986. 
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I might escape the human magistrate , but I could not 
escape punishment at the hands of the Divine Magistrate. 
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God has laid down certain moral rules; those who follow them go to 
heaven. and those who break them risk going to hell. The prudent 
pleasure-seeker will therefore be virtuous. With the decay of the 
belief that si n leads to hell. it has become more difficult to make a 
purely se lf-regardi ng argument in favour of a virtuous life. Bentham, 
who was a free-thinker. substituted the human lawgiver in place of 
God: it was the business of laws and social institutions to make a 
harmony between public and private interests, so that each man. in 
pursuing hi s own happiness. should be compelled to minister to the 
general happiness . But this is less satisfactory than the reconciliation 
of public and private interests effected by means of heaven and he ll . 
both because lawgivers are not always wise and virtuous. and because 
human governments are not omniscient. 

Bertrand Russell. A Hisron· Of Western Philosophy, pp. 592-93 . 
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What we call pro.gress is the exchange of 
one nuisance for another. 
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This correspondent who was. cursing himself for having missed out on 
a good story. wanted to verify the story from the authorities 
concerned. 
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Women's status in Islam 
Sir,- Addressing the Bar Council of India convention recently 

on the Uniform Civil Code, former Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Y.V. Chandrachud reportedly confessed to having "gone out of 

· his way" to invoke Article 44 in the judgement in the Shah Bano 
case to remind the Government of its constitutional allegations to 
implement a uniform civil code in the country. But he has yet to 
offer one more apology. It concerns the remark he made in his 
judgement on the status of women in Islam-a remark in which 
he has likewise "gone out of his way" considering that it indispu­
tably casts aspersions on Islam itself. 

He alleged that women had "traditionally" been subjected to 
unjust treatment and that the "fatal point in Islam is the 
degradation of women". To support this he quoted Manu's 
dictum that woman did not "deserve independence" along with an 
observation allegedly made by the Prophet of Islam that "woman 
was made from a crooked rib and if you try to bend it straight it 
will break, therefore, treat your wives kindly". While Manu's 1 
dictum bears out his statement, I must point out that he has badly 
misquoted the Prophet. Nowhere in the Hadith (Prophet's 
sayings) is it stated that woman was made from a crooked rib, this 
being an ancient biblical version of God's creation of human life. 
The word 'rib' was used by the Prophet in a purely metaphorical 
sense and his actual words were: "Woman is like a rib, if you try to 
straighten her out, it will break, so treat her kindly." 

Presumably the Prophet, with his understanding of human · 
nature, had a fine intuitive grasp of the fundamental biological 
and psychological differences between men and women, particu­
larly the latters' fragility and passivity-and, for this reason, 
found it necessary to admonish lesser men to treat their wives 
kindly. I fail to see how "the degradation of women" can ensue 
from such an injunction - Yours etc.' 

W AHIDUDDIN KHAN 
President, 
The Islamic Centre, 
C-29, Nizamuddin West, 
New Delhi-110013 . 
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