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Turkey Rediscovered
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It was my first visit to Turkey, but it
proved to be a discovery visit.
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O Ummat-e-Muhammad, where are you?
Rise and complete the prophetic mission by
doing dawah work in the present world.
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Atatiirk was not an outright atheist but a deist who believed
in a rational theology, denying the absolute truth of
revealed religions. For tactical reasons, at the beginning of
his political career, he recognized Islam as the latest and
most perfect of all religion; this declaration, however,
equated Islam with the natural religion he fancied.
(Kemalism, The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Modern
Islamic world, Vol. 2, page. 411)
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Turkey is a country of the Middle East lying partly in Asia
and partly in Europe. Its location in two continents has
been a central factor in its history, culture and politics.

Turkey has often been called a bridge between East and
West. (EB. 18/782)
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The literacy rate did increase greatly after the
alphabet reform from around 20% to over 90%.
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Kemalist administration brought about a thorough
secularization and modernization of the administration,
with particular focus on the education system. The
development of industry was promoted by strategies such
as import substitution and the founding of state enterprises
and state banks.
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Reverence for the past with its traditions, both religious and
scientific, has bound the Arab intellect with filters which it
is only now beginning to shake off. (p. 381)
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Said Nursi (1876-1960), the most influential Islamic scholar in
modern Turkish history, is the inspiration behind the hugely popular
Nur movement. Guided by his masterwork, the Risale-i Nur, Nursi's
followers shun political ambition, focusing instead on a revival of
personal faith through study, self-reform and service of others. Nursi
lived through the upheavals that led to the establishement of a
vigorously secular Turkish republic in place of the dismembered
Ottoman caliphate. Nursi was educated through the medrese system in
the tradional Islamic disciplines but also mastered modern Western
philosophical and scientific ideas in order to address the challenges
Muslims face now. In some ways the Risale-i Nur functions as an
interpretation of the Qur’an for the contemporary world, millions
within and outside Turkey have found solace in the interpretation.
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Fethullah Giilen, a 67-year-old Turkish Sufi cleric, author and
theoretician has dedicated much of his life to resolving questions
such as: Is it possible to be a true religious believer and at the
same time enjoy good relations with people of other faiths or
none? Moreover, can you remain open to new ideas and new
ways of thinking? He leads a global movement inspired by Sufi
ideas. He promotes an open brand of Islamic thought. Leaman, a
leading scholar of Islamic philosophy, says that Giilen's ideas are
a product of Turkish history, especially the end of the Ottoman
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empire and the birth of the republic. He calls Giilen’s approach
“Islamlite”. Millions of people inside and outside Turkey have
been inspired by Giilen’s more than 60 books and the tapes and
videos of his talks. Why? A combination of charisma, good
organisation and an attractive message. What Giilen says is that
you can be at home in the modern world while also embracing
traditional values like faith in God and community responsibility
— a message which resonates strongly in Turkey.

Another belief he shares with Sufism is the idea that God,
humanity and the natural world are all linked, and might even be
part of a single entity, a sort of cosmic trinity. This idea has
practical consequences. For example, it suggests that a believer
will love and respect humanity and the natural world as they
would God. It also means that no one should be seen as an
outsider. Hence Giilen’s insistence on friendship among people of
all faiths and none. (Prospect, July 26, 2008)
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They were messengers, bearing good
news and giving warning, so that mankind
would have no excuse before God.
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Turkey is like a geographical bridge
between East and West.
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We are here. Give us the Word of God you
have received from the Prophet of Islam.
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A group of Chinese and Turkish evangelical explorers
said they believe they may have found Noah’s
Ark—four thousand meters up a mountain in Turkey.
The team say they recoverd wooden specimes from a
structure on Mount Ararat in eastern Turkey that carbon
dating proved was 4,800 years old, around the same time
the Ark is said to have been afloat. ( 7he 7Times of India,
New Delhi, April 28, 2010)
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