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British reality TV star Jade Goody, who has been diagnosed with
cancer, says she has started planning for her funeral, adding she
wants“‘people to cry over me”. “Most people plan their weddings.
But I am planning my funeral”, Goody told OK Magazine. Goody
was diagnosed with cervical cancer in August 2008 just as she

prepared to appear in the Indian version of the British reality TV
show celebrity Big Brother. (New Delhi, Octobr 9, 2008, p. 21)
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Most people plan their weddings. But I am planning my funeral.
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Former President Abdul Kalam died on July 27, while
delivering a lecture at IIM Shillong. He was in Shillong to
attend a course on Livable Planet Earth at Indian Institute of
Management. The former President suddenly collapsed during
the lecture. He was rushed to Bethany Hospital in Shillong
only to be declared by doctors that he was no more.
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4 - Last week a 22 year old boy passed away in an accident. On his
funeral many white families came to the mosque. I made 25 sets
containing a copy of the English translation of the Quran, The Reality of
Life, Islam in Brief and Muhammad the Ideal Character. I gave the gifts
to the guests, saying that this was a gift for them. Alhamdulillah, everyone

took it happily.(Gulzeba Ahmad, Maryland, US)
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Yoginder Sikand writes in his preface, “New Delhi-based Maulana
Wahiddudin Khan is one of the few ulama or traditionally-trained
Islamic scholars throughout the world to have made a deep and incisive
study of the politics and ideology of extreme self-styled ‘Islamic” groups
and to have critiqued them from within an Islamic framework”. Khan is
indeed a remarkable thinker and this is a remarkable book for its frank,
self-critical approach.

The Maulana (an honorific meaning, literally, “our master”’) had a
thoroughly traditional pious village upbringing and then formal religious
training in what is today the Indian state of Uttar Pradesh. When he
returned to his village after his studies he experienced a personal crisis in
the tension between tradition and modernity, a tension which he
eventually resolved through a journey in which he engaged
independently and directly with the Qur’an and Tradition. In the process
he taught himself English, through which he encountered Western
writers and philosophers. By engaging in both traditional and modern
discourses he was able to resolve many of the conflicts that plagued him,
resulting in an authentic vision of Islam that is also consonant with the
moral-ethical language and concerns of a universal perspective.

Four interrelated themes pervade the volume: 1) a critique of the politics
and ideology of radical, self-styled Islamists who claim to be engaged in
Islamic jihad, 2) discussions about how jihad is conceived in the Qur’an
and the Hadith (traditions attributed to Muhammad that treat his words
and deeds) and how many modern jihadists have deviated from them, 3)
authentic  Islamic  teachings  supporting inter-religious  and
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cross-community dialogue and friendship and how self-styled jihadists
have failed to understand them, and 4) the need for Muslims to abandon
slavish devotion to medieval precedent and to engage in rjtzhad or
critical, contextual analysis of the teachings of Qur’an and Hadith on
issues of contemporary concern, including those related to war, peace,
and inter-religious and inter-community relations.

Having written more than 150 books, Khan is perhaps the most prolific
contemporary Muslim religious scholar in the second largest Muslim
population in the world. Most of his works, however, are available only
in Urdu. Yoginder Sikand’s careful editing and translation of Khan’s
work is an important contribution to the growing literature on “holy war”
ideology in world religions, and an incisive response to the complex
problems behind the current growth of Islamist radicalism among some
Muslims. The book is a must-read for all who are engaged in
inter-religious dialogue.

® [ am a great fan of Maulana’s articles and very much impressed with his
impressive way of writing. Al-Azhar University will hold an
international peace conference in association of Muslim council of elders
and the Vatican. We would like to invite Maulana for the Peace
Conference. (Dr. Reham Abdullah, Al-Azhar University, Cairo)

® These days, | am reading Maulana's book Quranic Wisdom. Please tell
Maulana that people are learning from his writings and trying their best
to understand Islam. So keep writing for seekers.(Kapila Gureja, New Delhi)

® Spirit of Islam is a really a good magazine to help you think about the
values in the Quran in a simpler way. It also helps break everything
down into different chapters and sections, so it is easy to follow along.
(Rabia Ahmed, New York)

A TR W NS AN W NN G AP [,
Abdus Samad Shaikh

Fitwell Seat Centre, 1050-Raviwar Peth, Pune Cell
Mob. 096650509036
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