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Buoyancy: The upward pressure by any fluid on a body
partly or wholly immersed therein: it is equal to the weight
of the fluid displaced.
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The brain is very resilient. Give it a chance and it will make
every effort to repair itself. (Dr. Bruce McEwen, Head of
Laboratory of Neuroendocrinology, The Rockefeller
University, USA)
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Melting glaciers also behind sea-level rise

WASHINGTON: World's shrinking glaciers contributed to almost a
third of the sea-level rise between 2003and 2009 ,a new study has
found, While 997of Earth's land ice is locked up in the Greenland and
Antarctic ice sheets, the remaining ice in the world's glaciers
contributed just as much to sea rise as the two ice sheets combined
from 2003to 2009 researchers say. The research found that all glacial
regions lost mass from 2003to 2009 with the biggest ice losses
occurring in Arctic Canada, Alaska, coastal Greenland, the southern
Andes and the Himalayas, The glaciers outside of the Greenland and
Antarctic sheets lost an average of 260billion metric tons of ice
annually during the study period, causing the oceans to rise 0,03
inches, or about 0,7millimeters per year, Current estimates predict if
all the glaciers in the world were to melt, they would raise sea level
by about two feet, In contrast an entire Greenland ice sheet melt
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would raise sea levels by 20 feet, while if Antarctica lost its ice cover,
it would rise 200 feet,
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Gene That Gives us Edge Over Apes Decoded

London: Researchers have discovered a new gene which they say helps
explain how humans evolved from chimpanzees, The gene, called
miR-941 is carried only by humans and it appeared after humans evolved
from apes and played a crucial role in human brain development and could
shed light on how we learned to use tools and language, Researchers from
the University of Edinburgh compared it to 11 other species of mammals,
including chimpanzees, gorillas, mice and rats, This finding, published in
Nature Communications, brings us closer to answering one of science's
leading questions: What makes the human body different from other
mammals? A previous study that also analysed the differences between
apes and humans found that the evolutionary genetic advantages that help
humans live longer than apes also make them more vulnerable to diseases
of ageing, including heart disease, cancer, and dementia. Scientists led by
Dr, Martin Taylor at the Institute of Genetics and Molecular Medicine
showed that miR-941had an important part in the development of the
human brain and can even help explain how we acquire language and learn
to use tools, This new gene is the first known gene to be found in humans
and not in apes, According to the team, it appears to have a certain purpose
in the human body, (7he Times of India, New Delhi, Nov. 16, 2012 p. 19)

Did genetic accident lead to human intelligence

London: Scientists have discovered the origin of intelligence after
identifying a'genetic accident 500million years ago when the genes that
enabled humans to think and reason evolved, Researchers led by the
University of Edinburgh have discovered how humans and other mammals
evolved to have intelligence, They found that intelligence in humans
developed as the result of an increase in the number of brain genes in our
evolutionary ancestors, Scientists also believe that the same genes that
improved our mental capacity are also responsible for a number of brain
disorders, The researchers suggest that a simple invertebrate animal living
in the sea 500million years ago experienced a'genetic accident, which
resulted in extra copies of these genes being made, This animal's
descendants benefited from these extra genes, leading to behaviourally
sophisticated vertebrates—including humans" One of the greatest scientific
problems is to explain how intelligence arose during evolution" professor
Seth Grant, of the University of Edinburgh, who led the research, said.
(The Times of India, New Delhi, Dec. 4, 2012, p. 19)
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Those who had collected these materials seemed to have a
wonderful idea to military tactics if they thought that the
city of Delhi could be captured with them. (p. 233)
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