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For our own motherland a junction of the two great systems,
Hinduism and Islam—Vedanta brain and Islam body—is the
only hope. I see in my mind’s eye the future perfect India
rising out of this chaos and strife, glorious and invincible, with

Vedanta brain and Islam body. (Letters of Swami
Vivekananda, p. 427)
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Give me blood, I will give you freedom
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Today India 1s free
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® The Quran I have received 1s in good condition. I have also received new
books from Goodword. I use these books to know about Islam. I like to
read the Quran because it has a lot of spiritual values. Keep up the good
work. Thank you. (Mr. Hariharan Raja, Mayiladuthurai, TN, India)

® | like reading the daily devotional book, Quranic Wisdom. It is full of
mteresting themes. And the translation of the Quran is very smooth to read,
and easy to understand. (Mr. Iain Dixon, Manchester, UK)

® | just wanted to ask if there is already an Italian translation of
Wahiduddin Khan’s English translation of the Quran? I had the chance to
read the English translation of Wahiduddin Khan which was gifted to me in
Istanbul, at the Yeni mosque, several years ago in 2011.It was one of the
reasons why I then became Muslim. Unfortunately, of course this is my
personal view, I don't think the current Italian translations of the Quran
renders the same message which Wahiduddin Khan’s translation does. 1
think Italian translation of the Quran would be much needed because of the
problems Muslims face in my country, and also for Muslims who can't read
English and understand Quranic Arabic. If the Italian translation of
Wahiduddin Khan’s English translation has not been done, are you
planning to do it in the future? (An Italian reader)
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® On February 3, an interfaith dialogue was held at Indian Institute of
Spirituality Bangalore. Three hours were assigned to Islam on the topic The
Role of the Prophets: The Islamic Perspective. There was an audience of
seventy people who were students and staff of the Theology department.
Their profound questions at the end of the session were a proof of their
mtellectual level. God bless them all. The following verbal feedback was
received in the concluding part of the session: “We are very grateful for this
mmportant clarification and clear explanation about Prophet Muhammad
being a prophet of peace, and Islam being a religion of peace.” We also
received the following email from the Dean of the Institute the next day:
“Thank you Madam.It was a graceful time with you, and all were taken up
by your inspiring talks and presence. It touched our hearts and challenged
us to live as peace bearers. Thank you very much. Father Sibichen.” (Ms.
Sarah Fathima, Bengaluru)
® CPS Mumbai Team’s New Zealand Dawah Trip (March 11-18, 2020):
The Mumbai team comprising of three members, Ms. Husna Sajid Anwar,
Mr. A R Shaikh and I, had travelled to New Zealand. We reached
Christchurch on March 11 and returned on March 18. The team joined Mr.
Khwaja Kaleemuddin who had arrived from the US the same day. It was
his fourth trip after the tragedy that had occurred at Christchurch mosques
on March 15, 2019.10,000 copies of the Quran and Discover Islam booklets
i English had already arrived in shrink-wrapped packets before our arrival
and were ready for distribution (This was arranged by Mr. Kaleemuddin
and Dr. Saniyasnain Khan). The CPS team met the NZIC(New Zealand
Islamic Information Centre) team from Auckland at the Linwood mosque
on March 12.They are also engaged in the distribution of Quran copies in
various languages and other literature, mainly leaflets, prepared on different
topics. The teams introduced themselves to one another. At the end, they
enquired iIf we had the Quran in Hindi and Punjabi languages for
distribution. Mr. Kaleemuddin said that he would arrange Quran copies for
them in these languages at the earliest. The Friday prayer on March 13 was
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arranged in Horncastle Arena, an indoor stadium. Almost all the Muslims
of Christchurch were present. Relatives of slain and mjured persons gave
speeches and emphasized that Islam taught love, mercy, compassion and
forgiveness. They also expressed thanks to New Zealand government,
especially the Prime Minister Jacinda Arden, and the people of the country
for showing their solidarity and support during the hour of crisis, which
was truly exceptional. We couldn’t distribute Quran there, as it wasn’t
allowed. The Sunday program, the first anniversary of the tragic event, was
held on March 15 in both the mosques. We divided ourselves into two
teams so that Quran distribution could be done at both the mosques -
Al-Noor and Linwood. Ms. Husna Sajid and Mr. A R Shaikh took
responsibility of the distribution at the main mosque, Al-Noor, while I went
to Linwood mosque. Mr. Kaleemuddin was overseeing the arrangement at
both places and thus was frequenting between these two mosques. We saw
open and clear sign of God’s help throughout this dawah trip. Two
incidents are worth mentioning here. On March 14 when we were thinking
how and where to arrange the literature for next day’s program, we saw a
fully prepared nice tent right at the entrance of Al-Noor mosque’s gate. Mr.
Kaleemuddin inquired from Br Murray Stirling, treasurer of the mosque,
regarding permission for using the tent temporarily. He immediately
contacted the person who had put up the tent and got the permission for our
use on Saturday. But on Sunday also the tent’s owner didn’t turn up and we
continued to use the tent for Quran distribution. This seemed as if the tent
was put up especially for us to perform dawah. My wife, Husna Sajid, can
barely speak English but with the grace of God she along with Mr. Shaikh
distributed more than 400 copies of the Quran and other literature to
visitors at the Al-Noor mosque. All visitors were English-speaking. The
manner and enthusiasm with which CPS members interacted with visitors
and gifted the Quran impressed members of other teams, for example,
IERA from England and Voice of Islam from Auckland, both of whom later
adopted the same method at the end of the day. We met a number of
mfluential Muslims like Imams of both mosques, Chairman of the mosque
trust, members of the mosque committees, etc. Tazkirul Quran along with
other English books of Maulana were given to most of them. Some were
given Urdu books and Al-Islam Yatahadda as well. Maulana Abdul Lateef,
a Nigerian educated in Pakistan for nine years, is the Imam of Linwood

2020 T LI 48



mosque. He had helped in receiving and storing the Quran consignment. He
expressed his plan to travel to various cities of New Zealand with the
literature and inspiring the heads of mosques and Islamic centers for Quran
distribution. He also agreed to spread Al-Risala and Spirit of Islam as well.
We also availed the dawah opportunities during the journey by distributing
Quran copies and literature to the airline staff who accepted the gift very
happily. This trip was another proof of what Maulana has been saying
repeatedly over the years that this is the age of dawah, and the entire globe
1s available for this. We just have to stand up and Allah will send His angles
to do the rest. (Mr. Sajid Anwar, Mumbai)
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® The book, Discovering God, explains the practical and mandatory aspects
of spiritualism. I've learnt that realization of God/marifah is not optional,
but mandatory for every person, for two reasons: to act according to
Creator's plan and to be able to fulfil one's very purpose of life. It is
beautifully written. Sometimes I found repetitions, but then good things
need to be repeated to enhance retention. (Ms. Sarah Farooq)
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