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Probably dreaming of further conquests, Timur asked for a detailed
des»rlptlon of North Africa and got not only a short lecture on that sub-
ject, but also an extensive written report. (9/149)
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After the death of the Prophet sterile Arabia seems to have been con-

verted as if by magic into a nursery of heroes the like of whom both in
number and quality is hard to find anywhere.

P.K. Hitti, History of the Arabs (1979), p. 142
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Roger made Sicily a meeting place of Euro-
pean and Arabic scholars. (V111/634)
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Al-Idrisi was a close friend and adviser to Roger 11, at whose

court he served as official geographer. Roger 11 invited
Al-Idrisi to Sicily to make a map of the world for him. {9/198)
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It was the habit of King Louis XVI of France to keep a daily dairy. In it
he would make a brief entry every day about an appointment, an event,
or a meeting. On July 14, 1789, he had spent long hours hunting. At
night he scribbled one short word against that date: ““Nothing’”.
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The cow is a living factory which con-
verts non-milk into milk.
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